
Friday 1st November 2019 

Principal’s Message 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Firstly, I wish to reassure parents after a serious incident which happened at the end of a fire drill today. 

We have had an excellent return to the Academy after half-term and one individual, who behaved in a 

reckless and dangerous way, will not be allowed to affect this. We will be taking the most serious       

sanctions against any student who behaves in an unsafe way. Our students are proud of our school and 

any student who puts the well-being of others at risk has no place at Manchester Academy.  

All parents in Y7/8 & 9 should have received their Autumn 1 ATL reports and Y10 & Y11 are on their 

way. Alongside this, Y8 and Y9 Big Test grades have also been sent home. What is ‘ATL’ and why is it so 

important?  

ATL stands for ‘Attitude to Learning’ and it looks at a student’s commitment to his/her studies and how 

hard they are working – inside the classroom and at home. This is not necessarily behaviour – a student 

could be quiet and not get into any trouble but not do any work and would therefore have a poor       

attitude to learning. Manchester Academy wants all our students to get the very best grades they can in 

the GCSEs which are now more difficult, this success is based upon hard work. ATL information will be 

sent to all parents every half-term and it gives you a picture of your child’s commitment to their studies. 

We have had lots of positive feedback from parents on the information provided and you can also get  

updates every day on your child’s behaviour through the Classchart app.  

Every term, every student sits a Manchester Academy Big Test. Y8 and Y9 sit their Big Tests in the middle 

of a term and Y7 and Y10 take their tests at the end of the term. Y8 and Y9 parents will have received the 

Big Test scores for the Autumn Big Tests alongside the ATL report. Y11 have two sets of pre-public    

exams (PPE) during Y11 as preparation for the final exams and the first set of PPEs starts next week – we 

wish students the best of luck. Manchester Academy’s system means that parents will receive every term 

an Academic report and every half-term an ATL report. We are committed to involving parents in their 

child’s progress and education and so many of you have fed back that you welcome this information.  

Before half-term, we sent 40 letters home regarding students whose uniform did not meet our high ex-

pectations. Thank you to all these families – only 3 of these students came back to the Academy after the 

holiday without the uniform problems.  

 

 

 



We phased out the royal blue sweatshirt last year as we now have the tank top and the navy-blue blazer. 

It has come to our attention that a retailer is selling unauthorised Manchester Academy sweatshirts and I 

would urge parents not to buy this item as it does not replace the Academy blazer. All students should be 

in the blazer, with black school shoes and the correct tie. A number of visitors have complimented the 

standard of uniform around the Academy and I would like to thank all of our families for their support 

with this.  

The Academy will be raising money for Children in Need on 15th November and we will see whether we 

can match the impressive total we raised last year.  

Finally, can I thank all the Y7 parents who attended the ‘Y7 Settling in Evening’ last night. The feedback we 

received was fantastic and the survey responses we got were brilliant. I really appreciate parents taking 

the time to talk and feedback on their experience.  

Mr J. Eldon, Principal  

 

Year 7 

Firstly, a massive welcome back to all year 7 students!  

Thank you to all who came to the settling in evening on Thursday, there was a brilliant turnout and it was 

a delight to meet so many parents and hear your feedback, also a massive thank you to the year 7        

ambassadors that helped with the evening and welcomed you at the door.  

The first ATL drop has been and reports have been sent out there is going to be a lot of work done 

around this but overall the students have achieved some really good scores. Throughout the term there 

will be several rewards to win for students who are ATL 1. This has started this week with 3 students 

being drawn out to win United tickets.  

Miss Maybury  

 

Year 9 

Year 9 have made a great start to the new half term. The atmosphere around the academy has been calm 

and purposeful and this shows the maturity of our year group. I’ve conducted many learning walks and 

drop ins of year 9 this week and their attitude to learning has been simply outstanding. With this being 

said, I am currently analysing the data from our autumn term 1 ATL drop and am simply astounded by the 

number of pupils with such high scores; I am very proud! We have been learning about the festival of    

Diwali this week in form time and students have responded very well to this, asking questions and    

wanting to know more about other cultures. Teens and Tots has started this week and the pupils        

involved in this are excited to be starting!  

Keep up the good work year 9 and let’s make this half term even better than the last.  

Mrs Henzell  

Year 10 

Year 10 have made a positive start to the new half term and arrived at school immaculately dressed, 

ready to learn. ATL data has illustrated the amount of student in the year group who give school 100% 

every day in order to get the best possible outcomes, these students will be finding out about rewards 



opportunities in place next week!   

I have secured a number of professionals from different industry's to speak to students this term about 

careers they maybe interested in, this is a really exciting opportunity provided by "State Talks" to allow 

children an insight into lesser known careers and inspire young people during a pivotal time in school. The 

first talk will be aimed at girls and the importance of self confidence in the work place.   

Form time has been purposeful and constructive with students starting their new focus of "Financial     

Capability". Money management is a very important skill to develop prior to starting higher education so 

students will be learning about budgeting, student finance and planning for the future.   

A great first week back, well done year 10!  

Ms Tempest  

 

Year 11 

Mr Sealy has been setting the expectations around uniform at the start of this term. We have seen a    

significant improvement - thank you for support with this.  

• Period 6 Feedback  

‘Extremely pleased with the turn out for P6 Drama. I have put lots of merits on class charts for the      

attendees. If you see them or have the year group together give them a shout out of praise.. that would 

be great.’  Miss Mclellan *   

• Personal Statements to be finalised over the next few weeks, and we will begin to focus on college appli-

cations.  

• Form Time  

As we move towards Pre-Public Examinations, next week students will be using form time to consolidate 

learning in English and Maths through interventions.   

• Parents that requested a specific update after the Parents Information Evening will be actioned next 

week in response to the ATL data and feedback from tutors. Mr. Clarke will be a contacting parent.  

Mr Clark  


